
GFM Primary School Direct Route

In partnership with the University of Winchester and the Halterworth Teaching 
School 

The GFM has formed a partnership with the Halterworth Teaching School, in order to 
facilitate the best possible experience for our Primary trainees. This partnership 
provides opportunities for collaboration and sharing of ideas and practice with trainees 
outside of the GFM. The GFM ‘plug’ into the Halterworth School Direct programme, 
which has been designed in collaboration with the University of Winchester. Successful 
completion of the School Direct training year leads to Qualified Teacher Status (QTS), a 
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) and credits towards a Masters Degree.

Halterworth Primary School, the ‘lead’ school in the Partnership, has been judged 
outstanding, has 15 years of experience and was designated a National Support School 
in 2010. The University of Winchester is rated as outstanding by Ofsted for its Initial 
Teacher Training provision and in the most recent National Student Survey it was 
ranked in the top ten universities in England.

Gosport and Fareham Multi-Academy Trust (GFM Education)

This year, induction is being carried out online. This will include an overview to the 
training programme for the academic year, an introduction to our Institute of Education 
(IOE), a virtual school tour and provide key training to prepare you for your role within 
school; including statutory safeguarding, GDPR, and health and safety.
The GFM prides itself on the range of Professional Learning opportunities available for 
you to continue to develop your teaching practice; there will be a variety of sessions 
planned in a timely manner to aid your teaching, to develop your relationships with 
learners and their carers and to support you with managing workload and maintaining 
your personal wellbeing.
Prior to commencing the course, you will find it helpful to gain experience in both Key 
Stages 3 and 4, if you have not already done so. This can be booked in a variety of local 
schools via the School Experience portal on the DfE Get into Teaching website.
Should there be a mutual decision, once you have gained QTS, to continue within the 
GFM into an ECT phase, we work in partnership with HISP the the EDT to offer an 
excellent streamlined ECT Induction programme, designed to assist you with the 
transition into your role as a qualified teacher.

During your training year you can expect:
⦁ to be in your lead school Monday to Thursday for the majority of the year, with a 

six week placement at a contrasting school
⦁ to attend dedicated Professional Learning days on a Friday either at The 

University of Winchester or within the Halterworth Teaching School Partnership
⦁ to complete university assignments spread across the year - usually three
⦁ to observe teaching, gradually taking on supervised ownership of classes 
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throughout the year
⦁ to complete a Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 placement
⦁ to be assigned an experienced and dedicated Mentor, who will meet with you 

regularly to provide support, advice and coaching
⦁ to have regular lesson observations from your school Mentor, to assist your 

development
⦁ to have joint lesson observations that will involve your University mentor and the 

GFM Professional Mentor
⦁ to have opportunities to network with other Initial Teacher Training (ITT) and 

Early Career Phase (ECP) colleagues within the GFM to share best practice 
⦁ to access a recommended reading list - the University generally share this with 

candidates in the summer term prior to the September start date
⦁ to have the opportunity to gain experience and understanding of transition across 

the different Phases of schooling in the GFM - up to Key Stage 5, including the 
Special / Alternative Provision
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